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TOTEM POLE TESTING 


prrs] 
T.. two men in 


coveralls look like movers. They sound 
like movers too, directing one another 
as they wrestle a fifty-foot-long totem 
pole onto dollies with the aid of a small 
fork lift. Actually, they are carrying outa 
scientific exercise to determine the 
strength or weakness of eighteen totem 
pole sections that must be rounded up 
from several Ottawa warehouses and 
moved to the new Canadian Museum of 
Civilization. 

To find out which ones need support 
and where, David Grattan, Senior Con- 
servation Scientist with the Canadian 
Conservation Institute and X-ray scien- 
tist Wilf Bokman, have developed a 
unique technique which David calls a 
“poor man’s CATscanner.” 

They have mounted a powerful (it 
must be powerful to penetrate the thick 
wood) X-radiation source on a gantry, 
under which they wheel the totem 
poles; and that’s easier said than done! 
As Wilf Bokman puts it, “It can take 
an hour and a half to ready a pole for 
a series of 45-second radiographic 
exposures.” 

To take the picture, strips of film are 
placed under the pole and then at half- 
metre or metre intervals it is radio- 
graphed. It takes three film strips to 
cover just one slice of the pole. If you 
multiply that by the number of half 
metres or metres in a towering totem, 
you can see why every so often Wilf 
takes a suitcase of film to hanger 12 of 
the Uplands Airport where the Depart- 
ment of National Defence does the 
developing. (The Defence Department 
is generously helping by doing the job 
on its automated processor. ) 
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Musées nationaux 


On July 23, Bernard Nantel, Q.C., 
from Montreal, was appointed for a five- 
year term as Vice-Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of the NMC. The Hon. Gérard 
Pelletier, Chairman of the Board, 
expressed his pleasure at the announce- 
ment. 

“Mr. Nantel’s close association with 
the arts over the years, including his 
role as friend and advisor of several of 
the country’s leading artists, will add 
considerably to the collective knowl- 
edge and experience of the Board,” Mr. 
Pelletier noted. 

Mr. Nantel studied law at the Univer- 
sité de Montréal and McGill University. 
A senior partner in the law firm Nantel- 
Mercure for 40 years, he was advisor 
and personal manager to several Cana- 
dian sculptors and painters. He acted as 
legal counsel to several cultural organt- 
zations, including Le Théâtre du 
Nouveau Monde, Les Compagnons de 
Saint-Laurent and Les Apprentis 
Sorciers. 

He was the founder and first chairman 
of the board of the magazine Vie des 
arts. 


JE 


Then Grattan takes the X-ray process 
further by digitizing it and converting it 
by computer. This gives him pages of 
graphs that can be flipped like a story 
board, a story of what is happening 
inside these magnificent artifacts. On 
these “flip charts,” the black line shows 
how the wood should be shaped and an 
undulating red line shows the actual 
condition of the wood. In some places, 
the red line points out alarming cavities. 

Some of the cavities can even be seen 
with the naked cye, like the huge one 
near the top of the pole being radio- 
graphed. It is so deep that a nest is well 
hidden inside it. The nest was probably 


(Cont'd on page 3) 
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Comings and goings 


National Gallery 

A number of employees resigned 
their positions recently: in Publications, 
French Editor Esther Beaudry re- 
signed on July 11 and English Editor 
Edward Tingley on August 29;Jeremy 
Anderson, Associate Curator, Later 
Canadian Art, on August 22, and Chris- 
tine Evans, Secretary, Restoration and 
Conservation Laboratory, a week earlier. 

Jean-René Ostiguy, the Research 
Curator of Canadian Art, retired on Sep- 
tember 19 and Sylvia Gellman, Secre- 
tary, Prints and Drawings, on September 
30. 

In the New Building Office, André 
Fortin, from Technical Services, has 
been seconded for two years as Tech- 
nical Advisor: Joyce Farrell, from 
Architectural Services, seconded as 
Projects Officer. Project Coordinator 
Deborah Tunis left on maternity leave 
and Project Researcher Geoff Hoare is 
acting in her position. 

Brian Banning has been seconded 
from Supply and Services to the Pur- 
chasing Section. Other secondments: 
Geoffrey Morrow, from Public Ar- 
chives, as Conservator, Restoration and 
Conservation Laboratory; and France 
Duhamel, from Reproduction Rights 
and Sales, as Secretary, Exhibition 
Services. 

At Collections and Research, Euro- 
pean Art, Catherine Johnston and 
Michael Pantazzi have been appointed 
to the posts of Curator and Associate 
Curator; they were both acting in these 
positions. 

Alison Cherniuk, Exhibitions Ad- 
ministrator, is back from her maternity 
leave and Louise Becker, Secretary to 
the Chicf of Publications, Peter Smith, 
is on leave without pay to care for her 
preschool child; she is replaced by 
Sylvie Lefebvre. 
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FROGS IN THE NORTH 


the most northerly ranging amphib- 
ian in Canada is the Wood Frog, 
which inhabits the area above the 
Arctic circle in the wooded valley of 
the MacKenzie River. 


NEWFOUNDLAND HAS NONE 


Newfoundland has no native amphib- 
ians and reptiles. This demonstrates 
that when the glaciers withdrew, the 
sca cut off access to the island for 
these animals. In the last 25 years, four 
kinds of frogs have been successfully 
introduced by man. 
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Early retirement for Joseph Martin 


Joseph Martin, Director of the Nation- 
al Gallery of Canada, who intended to 
retire in July 1987, has offered his resig- 
nation to the Minister of Communica- 
tions, citing health problems as being 
the immediate reason for his decision. 

Five months after his appointment as 
a member of the Gallery’ senior staff in 
1970, he became Assistant Director of 
the institution. He was seconded to 
UNESCO from July 1973 to December 
1975 to coordinate international aid to 
the city of Venice which is threatened 
by recurring floods and industrial pollu- 
tion. His knowledge of history, architec- 
ture and town planning, combined with 


his linguistic abilities — Mr Martin 
speaks Italian fluently — made him 
especially valuable to that rescue 


operation. 

After returning to Canada, he served 
twice as Acting Director to the Gallery, 
and under very difficult circumstances, 
before being the first Francophone to be 
appointed to the position full time in 
July 1983. 

Joseph Martin’ skills as a diplomat 
and as a negotiator enabled him to 
develop and bring to the Gallery major 
international art exhibitions such as 
Fontainebleau, Puvis de Chavannes 
and Fantin-Latour. 

More recently, Vatican Splendour: 
Masterpieces of Baroque Art, an exhibi- 
tion that was four years in the making. 
resulted from a personal initiative by Mr. 
Martin. He also set in motion the plan- 
ning for Degas, the major exhibition 
scheduled to open in the new Gallery 
building in 1988, and obtained the 
enthusiastic participation of La Reunion 


des musées nationaux de France and of 


the Metropolitan Museum in New York. 

Mr. Martin has devoted 
wholeheartedly to the welfare of the 
NGC. He has played a major role in giv- 
ing the national collections high quality 
accommodations and will no doubt 
leave his mark on the new Gallery. 

During his tenure, he made a number 
of outstanding purchases and encour- 
aged the donation of many significant 
gifts to the various collections, in par- 
ticular several examples of contempo- 
rary Inuit art, a collection area that had 
been dormant for some time. 

Born in Saint-Félicien, Québec, Mr. 
Martin was raised in Chicoutimi. He 
obtained a B.A. and an M.A. in Sociology 
from Laval University. The next three 
years were spent at the University of 
Paris obtaining a degree in town plan- 
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Joseph Martin 


ning. He later added to his academic 
credentials bv obtaining a doctorate in 
art history. 

At the Dbeginning of his career, he 
worked as a planning consultant to the 
City of Montreal and to the Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation in 
Ottawa. He then switched to broadcast- 
ing and was employed by Radio Canada 
for several years in various capacities. 

Those who had the opportunity to 
work with him will regret that Mr. Mar- 
tin was obliged to leave his post before 
the opening of the new Gallery. 

On behalf of all NMC staff, we wish him 
a speedy recuperation that will enable 
him to contribute for many more years 
to the artistic and cultural life in Canada. 


JP 


Special Lecture by 
Moshe Safdie 


Thursday 13 November at 5 pm in the 
National Gallery of Canada Auditorium, 
special lecture From Concept to Build- 
ing by Moshe Safdie, architect. Mr 
Safdie will present developments in the 
construction of the new National Gallery. 
Information: 990-0582. 


Totem pole testing 


(Cont'd from page 1) 


built by an English bird in a Surrey 
garden, because although the totem 
pole was carved in B.C.’ Queen Char- 
lotte Islands, it has travelled across the 
Atlantic and back again. 


David Grattan 
totem pole for radiography beneath 
the 300 kilovolt source in the Ashton 
Press Building. 


carefully aligns a 


In 1882, an English adventurer named 
Lord Bertram Buxton sent the pole to 
his mother for her birthday. At some 
time, the western red cedar pole has 
been covered with several coats of a 
black, tarry substance, probably in the 
hope of preserving it. Some time later, 
certainly well before the Second World 
War and maybe even as early as the turn 
of the century, a metal lattice work was 
placed inside the pole to give it support. 

Grattan says it was an exciting day 
when the testing team removed the 
foot-long, inch-wide connecting bolts. 
Putting a wrench on the top and bottom 
and “pulling like hell,” they turned the 
rusted nuts and the lattice separated 
from the pole, leaving it unscathed. 

Inside another pole, intricately 
carved with the symbols of Indian 
mythology, is a small hole, probably 
made by the mouse that has nibbled 
away much of the interior. 


David Grattan moves a pole with a fork-lift at Vimy House, Canadian War 
Museum Storage. 


Grattan shakes his head, “It just about 
makes you weep to see the condition 
that some of these are in.” 

He thinks we have regarded totem 
poles as curiosities to be painted wild 
colours and stuck up outside buildings, 
not as the claborate, perhaps unparal- 
leled, works of art that they certainly 
are. 

He has nothing but admiration for 
the native artists who carved them, 
especially the Haida carvers who did 
“incredible work” with simple hand 
tools such as adzes. 

By taking large calipers and a ruler 
and going down the pole plotting dis- 
tances on graphs, he has actually mea- 
sured several Haida poles and found the 
interiors to be symmetrical. 

It was in the Queen Charlotte Islands, 
at the Ninstints Heritage site, that Grat- 
tan, Wilf and Clifford Cook (also from 
CCI) first employed an earlier version of 
their pole-testing technique. That was 
in 1982 when they, along with a team 
from the British Columbia Provincial 
Museum, worked on twenty-five poles 
there. 

Now as he carefully centres another 
museum pole under the 300 kilovolt 
X-ray source, Grattan says he’s relieved 
that these weighty works of art from an 
earlier era in Canadian history will have 
a permanent home in the new museum. 

“Thats what they need now,” he says, 
“to be set up somewhere where they 
can just stand for fifty years or so with- 
out being moved.” 


Mildred MacDonald 


Security Guards Lament 


Away up here on Post 44, 
Among things left of days before, 
By people who are here no more, 
I tell you folks, its lonesome. 


Their ghosts up here, I know abound, 
Where their life treasures can be 
found, 

While their bones, moulder in the 
ground, 
I tell you folks, its lonesome. 


And when I hear a quiet step, 
and quickly look behind, 
My hair stands up, my breath is 
quick, 
But then it comes to mind: 


That ghost supervisor has just slipped 
past, 
To see what she could find! 
Its lonesome here on Post 44. 


Security Officer Kennedy 
Pinkerton’s of Canada Limited 
VMMB 


Article ideas? 


If you have topics for articles to propose 
for ECHO, please let us know by phoning 
Jacques Pichette, 954-4388. 
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Venice in Ottawa: Following a recent flood, a view of 001 9 Island on Innes 
Road, as seen by the artist. 


Calendar 


Ongoing: Ancient Cultures of Peru, CMC, until October 13; Women and War and Under the Red Ensign, 
CWM, until December 31: Birds, Birds, Birds, and The Illustrated Bird in Canada, NMNS, until December 
8; New Building: Work in Progress, NGC, until the opening in 1988; The Prestige Cars: 1900—1980 and 
“Well Done in Every Way” — Canada and the Canadian Pacific I885— 1985. NMST, until December 31; 
A Vision of the Future, NMST, until November 15; and Ancient Chinese Bronzes, CMC, until October 14. 


Mini-talk by Sara Vered on Claude Lorraines “Landscape with a Temple of Bacchus,” 
NGC, 12:15 p.m. 


Indian Legends presented by members of the Ottawa Storytellers, CMC, 1:30 p.m. 


October 16 


October 19 


October 23 Mini-talk by Margaret Bailey on Goodridge Roberts's “Lake Orford,” NGC, 12:15 p.m. 


Repeated October 30. 
October 26 Film Raiders of the Lost Ark, NMNS, 1:30 p.m. Guest speaker: Herpetologist Francis 
Cook of the NMNS. 
Theatrical Presentation Which Witch is Which? by the Gloucester Players, CMC, 
1:30 p.m. 


November 2 


November 20 


November 23 


Recital by Peruvian Pianist Juan Castro Nalli, NGC, 7:00 p.m. 


Film The Black Stallion, NMNS, 1:30 p.m. Guest speaker: Dick Harington of the NMNS. 


French Calendar may list other events. 


Comings and Goings 


Dr. Thierry Ruddell, History Divi- 
sion, is spending six months with 
l'Institut québécois de recherche sur la 
culture as Researcher/Writer. Its part of 
the PSC`S Interchange Canada Pro- 
gramme. 

J.P. Wonnacott has been appointed 
to a term position as Model Display Art- 
ist with Design and Technical Services. 


War Museum 

Carol Ann Kennedy, from Security 
Services, is now working as a technician 
in the CWM library. Heather Hutter is 
the new Data Entry Clerk and Ross 
Wilson, on loan from NMST, is acting as 
Keeper of Dress. 


Museum of Civilization 
Richard Dominique resigned his 
position as Ethnologist with CANES to 
| Fcturn to academia. Marguerite Lan- 
glois has been appointed Secretary to 
the Project Director of New Accom- 
modations. 
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Secretary General 


Lets Talk 


The early retirement of Joseph Martin 
from the National Gallery for health rea- 
sons will come as a surprise to many 
people who were unaware of his health 
problems. I urge you to read the tribute 
paid to him elsewhere in ECHO. 

On a personal note, and in spite of our 
differences of opinion, 1 would like to 
point out that Joseph Martin carned the 
high regard of his colleagues on the 
Management Committee. I join with 
them in wishing him a speedy recovery 
and fulfilling retirement. 


sk 
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Other information of interest to us all, 
which I pass on to you with undisguised 
pleasure is that the National Museums of 
Canadas staff complement has been 
increased beyond the number obtained 
last year. In 1987-88, we will have 72 
new person-years that 1 have allocated 
as follows: 34 to the National Gallery, 
23 to the Canadian Museum of Civiliza- 
tion, 12 to the National Aviation 
Museum and three to new accommoda- 
tion services. 

These additional P-Ys will be very 
helpful to us, for they will provide in 
some cases staff increases of up to 20 
percent. I am counting on your innate 
hospitality to welcome these people 
whom we badly need. 

I have assigned the person-years 
acquired in 1985-86 as follows for 
1980-87: two to the Canadian War 
Museum, eight to the National Museum 
of Natural Sciences, one to the National 
Programmes and four to the informa- 
tion technology systems development 
group. 

What is important is the government 
has recognized, to a certain extent, the 
Corporations needs. The resources 
allotted to us will not suffice but the 
decision indicates a sympathy for our 
cause which we haven't seen in a long 
time. 

The ball is now in our court! To para- 
phrase Churchill: “We have the tools, we 
can now deliver the goods!” 


Léo A. Dorais 


Ornithological Congress 


“Weve beaten all records’ 


FÜ: (ucllets ob- 


session with birds began as a boy — 
plodding through the lower St. Law- 
rence Valley, trying to flush duck, snipe, 
and woodcock out of their hiding 
places. 

Now Dr. Ouellet is the NMNS’ Curator 
of the Ornithology Section, and as the 
Seerctary-General of the International 
Ornithological Congress, organized the 
congress’ most successful mecting in its 
{02-year history — held under the aus- 
pices of the NMNS. 

“Its the most important type of con- 
gress in ornithology,” Ouellet says of the 
meeting, held the last week of June at 
the Ottawa Congress Centre. 

The 1986 theme was “Ornithology as 
an interdisciplinary science.” The con- 
ference brought together scientists 
from such diverse areas as biochemis- 
try, physics, physiology, endocrinology, 
even engineering — all of whom have a 
common interest in studying birds. 
Ouellet adds that the IOC has met only 
once before in the United States, and 
never before in Canada. 

“We've beaten all records,” he says, 
noting the conferences 1400 partici- 
pants represented over 60 countries. 

It was, he adds, “the largest congress 
for attendance and the biggest one for 
papers and speeches,” backing up his 
claim by producing an inch-thick book 
containing abstracts of the 760 items 
scholars contributed at the congress. 

The conference was the result of 
nearly eight years of planning. Henri 
Ouellet first began to push for the meet- 
ing to be held in Ottawa at the 1978 
Berlin conference, and got the green 
light from the IOC at the 1982 Moscow 
congress where he was elected Secre- 
tary-General. 

By his own estimate, he devoted 
about a third of his time to organizing 
the mecting, although he admits con- 
gress work took most of his time in the 
last few months before the event. 

Ouellet is quick to add he was not the 
only person to put in overtime on the 
congress. “The main onus was on my 
secretary, Louise Damant, and her 
predecessor,” he says. 

But the hard work of Ouellet and his 
staff was paid off by the success of the 


Henri Ouellet 


congress, which, he says, has sparked a 
great deal of interest among ornitholo- 
gists. One controversial finding was Yale 
University Professor Charles Sibley’s 
reclassification of the birds of the world. 
By studying cell structures rather than 
body characteristics, Sibley has 
developed a new way to classify the 
world’s 9,000 bird species. 

Oucllet says Sibley’s system would 
have the greatest impact on the classi- 
fication of birds in Africa and South 
America, where less ornithological re- 
search has been done. “Some groups (of 
birds ) were always left hanging,” he says, 
“nobody knew where they belonged.” 

“A robin will always be a robin,” but 
the new system may help ornithologists 
sort out species that aren't so exten- 
sively studied. 

As the IlOCSsS Secretary-General, 
Ouellet also delivered one of the meet- 
ings keynote addresses, sketching a 
brief history of Canadian ornithology. 

It proved an unwieldy topic for a 20- 
minute speech, and he found himself 


going overtime. After 20 minutes, a red 
timer light began flashing on the 
podium, but he pressed on, undeterred. 

“It went a little long,” he laughs, “but I 
felt [ was up there with nobody to take 
me down.” 

The congress also allowed Ouellet to 
enlarge the NMNS’ bird collection. He 
was able to trade bird skeletons with 
Polish scientists, and agreed to swap 
specimens with colleagues from Austria 
and Belgium. 

Now, with the congress over, Henri is 
trying to put it all down on paper. He 
must edit through piles of speeches, 
seminars, and essays to produce the 
IOC's 1986 proceedings. He expects the 
hefty 1,500-page document to be 
printed in carly 1988. 

When the proceedings are published, 
Ouellet says he can take a break and “get 
back to serious research” on South 
American finches and the birds of north- 
ern Quebec and Labrador. 

He adds the congress’ success gave 
the NMNS and the NMC “a great deal of 
exposure internationally.” The con- 
gress’ only drawback, he says, was the 
heavy rain that IOC members had to slog 
through on early-morning bird-watch- 
ing trips. 

“They didn’t enjoy so much our rain,” 
he smiles, “but they went.” 


Ray Ford 


Baby boys boom 


Our sources tell us the stork has been 
carrying a lot of boys lately. On the list of 
its recent deliveries we noticed only 
two girls, to the home of René 
Berthelette of Administrative Services 
and to Susan and Len Ward of Archi- 
tectural Services. But Suzanne Feres 
and Martha Segal, CMC, Jadwiga and 
Peter Frank, NMNS, Deborah Tunis, 
NGC, Stephan Michalski of CCI, Luby 
Aczel of MAP, Dennis Cartwright of 
Mobile Exhibits and Rachel Beau- 
champ of Security Services, all found 
baby boys on their doorsteps. Congrat- 
ulations! 


Comings and goings 


Corporate Services 

Personnel Services welcomed two 
new Personnel Advisors from National 
Defence: Anne-Marie Kokinski- 
Corneau and Serge Collard. Sue 
Patenaude, from Supply and Services, 
has been appointed Organization and 
Classification Officer and Ewa Mroz is 
the new Pay Assistant. 

Michel Christensen, Human 
Resources Officer, has been seconded 
for a year to the National Gallery, Col- 
lections and Research, as Management 
Advisor. 

Administrative Services welcomed 
two employees from Publishing Ser- 
vices: Sharron Doyle, as Administra- 
tion Officer to Fleet Services, and 
Claudette Paradis, as Registry Clerk. 
David Jones, Inventory Control Officer, 
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From l. to r.: David Nigra, Azsha Leskord, Jim Malone, Elaine Lapensee, Simon 
Bussières, Karen Vandenhoven, Leila Corrigan, Nancy Gauthier, Geoff Rider. 


accepted a position with Supply and Business Olympics 
Services and has been replaced by 
Donald Hould, from Parks Canada. For the third time, on September 7 Our male representatives — Geoff 
Wayne McElary terminated his NMC participated in the Business Olym- Rider, Jim Malone, David Nigra and 
employment with the NMC on Sep- pics organized by the Olympics Com- Simon Bussières — offered very good 
tember 19 and Larry O'Reilly, Store- mittee, the City of Ottawa Recreation performances in long jump, races, jave- 
person at the Warehouse, retired at the Branch and Elaine Lapensée of NMC's lin and shot put. 
end of August. Architectural Services. We would like to note the good job 
Andrée Joyce of Security Services is In spite of its small number of partici- done by volunteers Robert Miller and 
the new Secretary to ASG Dann pants (only eight), our team placed fifth Azsha Leskord who were of great help 
Michols, replacing Wilda Corcoran. in Division B, finishing with 156 points. with the organization, statistics and 
now Secretary to the Director of Admin- In relay, the quattuor formed by photographs. 
istrative Services. Joanne Proulx, of Nancy Gauthier, Elaine Lapensée, The day was filled with fun and 
Publishing Services, has been appointed Leila Corrigan and Karen Van- excitement and we hope that more par- 
Special Projects Officer. denhoven won the gold, while silver ticipants will join the team next year. 
medals were captured by Elaine in the 
100 m and Leila in the shot put. J. Pichette 


Natural Sciences 
Colin Eades, Assistant Director 
Administration, has been appointed Act- 


ing Chief. Zoology, and is replaced as Programmecr/Analyst. Ole Neilson, Danielle Pomainville, Tour Coordi- 
Acting ADA by Bruce Williams. Policy. from Design Division, is on leave with- nator, took a years leave without pay as 
Planning atid Gvalnation Officer ย out pay for a ycar as of September 29, of July 21. Chris Paulocik has returned 
Eleanor Fenton. Publications Coor- and Bonnie Gordon, Exhibition Pro- from Italy after taking part in a six- 
dinator, is on leave without pay duc to grammer, left at the end of her term. month exchange. 
the relocation of her spouse. + á i 
Joanne Sparks, Public Services Divi- National Programmes THE MOST POPULAR 
sion, is back from her maternity Icave At Programme Coordination, Nicole Fe ล ti MRP PE RIB Do 
and Jadwiga Frank, Curatorial Poudrette resigned as Special Projects pe d seine T OD of ส ถา in 
Assistant, Vertebrate Zoology, has been Officer. Cara di We nae a He ros ส ท อ นา d 
on maternity leave since August 25. At MAP, Assistant Director Raymond bá ķi | vey i $ ว ั พ š 
Vivianne Gagnon has been Troke accepted a Parks Canada position ; 
appointed School Volunteer Coordi- in Newfoundland and Keith Wickens is FASTEST TONGUE 
nator on an indeterminate basis. acting as Coordinator for the Training j 
Charlie Douglas, Zoological and Conservation Assistance Pro- Unlike the human tongue, the frog's 
Illustrator, retired on August 8 after grammes. tongue is attached to the front of its 
working for the Museum since 1967. At CCI, Henri Benoit has been sec- mouth and can be snapped out to 
J. Scott Byrne, transferring from onded from the PSC to replace as Pro- snare a nearby insect and drawn back 
Health and Welfare, joined the staff on duction Coordinator James Stark, who for swallowing faster than a human 
September 8 as Mini/Microcomputer has taken a one-year educational leave. eye can follow. 
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United Way Federal Campaign Kick-off 


Reaction 


To all ECHO survey respondents: 

Although Jacques Pichette (ECHO edi- 
tor) was cestatically overjoyed at the 
response to the survey, his enthusiasm 
did not surpass my gratitude and excite- 
ment for the deluge of inter-office enve- 
lopes that landed on my desk. 

Just several days prior, | was fran- 
tically searching throughout the NMC 
for this rare (almost extinct ) species of 
envelope. (Stores were sold out. ) But lo 
and behold a re-birth of the species. 
(Who ever said envelopes could not 
breed in captivity?) They arrived by the 
hundreds. (And no, I will not part witha 
single one.) 

Some looked like they had been 
through both World Wars — a gauze of 
scotch tape mending their wounds. But 
these old veterans leave a trail of history 
behind and are to be commemorated 
for their service, endurance and most of 
all, their ability to survive. And then 
there were others, new to the scene. 
Innocent victims of society. What des- 
tiny! I suppose nature could have dealt 
them a lesser fate. 

All kidding aside, folks, the response 
to the survey was tremendous. Your 
comments, views and concerns were 
very much appreciated and will be 
incorporated in upcoming issues of 
ECHO. 

Should another survey cross your 
desk you'll know that Information Ser- 
vices has run out of inter-office enve- 
lopes. So please — give gencrously! 


Ermie (not Ernie) Blasioli 
Secretary, Information Services 


Softball tournament 


Softball continues to be popular with 
NMC employees this year: no less than 
10 teams, including 125 staff members, 
have just finished their 1986 season. 
ECHO’s eyes and ears were trained in the 
annual Tournament, and the next issue 
will include a special look at the high- 
lights of the big day. 


NMC well represented at the United Way Fun Run/Walk. Standing, from L tor: 
Tara Douglas, Charles Costain, Lorna Kibbee, Monique Dumouchel, Cathy 
Campbell, Eric Haber, Judy Patterson, Geoff Rider, Kathleen McCullough, Wally 
Kozar, Greg Young and John Taylor. Kneeling: Lucille Lafrance in front of Georges 
Bernier, and Steve Cumbaa in front of Dave Grattan. Absent from the photo: Pierre 
Gagnon, Louise Leblanc, Michele Proulx and the photographer, Gordon Perrault. 


Mary Grey 
National President 


Mary Grey, Curator of Astronomy at 
NMST, was elected National President of 
the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada 
(RASC) for a two year term during the 
annual General Assembly which took 
place in Winnipeg on June 28. The 
Society which was established back in 
1868, is dedicated to astronomical 
observation, education and research. It 
currently has more than 3500 members 
in 20 chapters across the country and a 
national headquarters in Toronto. 
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Correspondence should be sent 
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Directorate 
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